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Hello from Wolf Pup Studio!

August was a busy month - both in and out of the studio! On top of creating this
newsletter and a couple new encaustics, | participated in a local art festival and
attended the opening reception at a local juried show (more details on that later).

First up is a brief overview of encaustic medium and where it originated. There is

always a lot of curiosity about the medium and | love to share what | know about
it.

Best regards,

Rachel Rivas-Plata

Artist at Wolf Pup Studio lic
rachel@wolfpupstudio.com

What Is Encaustic?

Encaustic means “to burn in” and is the term used when artists paint with a
mixture of beeswax and a tree sap called damar resin. Ancient Greeks used
beeswax to waterproof their ships’ hulls.

The earliest known encaustic art works are Greco-Roman Fayum portraits from
about 100 BC to 300 AD. Because they are preserved in beeswax, it's reported
these ancient portraits still look fresh and colorful to this day. Hopefully the pieces
I make will last at least as long!

More currently, in the 20th century the artist Jasper Johns made encaustic art
popular with his American flag and target series made with encaustic and
newspaper.
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Encaustic art needs about as much care as any other fine art medium. It will not
melt unless it's heated to 150F degrees or so, and it can withstand fluctuations in
humidity. Do not keep the art below freezing temperatures and never leave itin a
hot vehicle.

Geauga Arts
Council award

I'm very happy to share that this
piece entitled Preservation was
awarded third place in Other Media
category at the annual exhibit. It's
currently at the West Woods Nature
Center in Novelty, Ohio, and is
available for purchase through their
web site, linked here.

| dedicated my latest blog post to the
making of Preservation - if you'd like
to see my process and inspiration,
click on the Art Blog button below.

| was able to attend the opening

reception and was very happy to meet Wolf Pip
another local artist | had bought a Stadid
painting from at a West Woods

exhibit a couple years ago.

The current exhibit is quite dazzling
and runs until October 3, so don't
miss it!

Art Blog: Preservation

New Art

Two new pieces were added to my Etsy shop in August. The first one (left) below
is a framed cyanotype + encaustic work entitled Summer's Edge. Using
cyanotypes (photos developed in sunlight) together with encaustic always gives
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me the most interesting results! | call them Suncaustics since they combine two

of my favorite art media.

And the second is an encaustic landscape called Moreland Meadow No. 8 -

another piece from the series | began in 2020.

Click each image below to access it in my Etsy shop.

A few of the pieces that sold in August:

Copyright 2023, Rachel Rivas-Plata

Sales Across
America

Sales of smaller pieces went quite well
last month. | sold several nature
inspired encaustics at our local nature
& arts festival. | recently shipped art
sold from my Etsy shop to Roanake,
VA; Brightwood, VA, Belfast, ME; and
Bristol, TN.

I'm gearing up for the next event at
the West Woods in Novelty, Ohio,
early November. Holiday markets
always feel so warm and fuzzy - you
should come if you live in the area!
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Donation to NAMI

If you were a buyer - thank you! It's because of you | was able to make a donation
to NAMI of Geauga County in August. I've been doing this since | began selling my
encaustic art in 2019.

When | was considering a career as a teenager, | thought | might be an art
therapist one day. For various reasons, | ended up majoring in art rather than art
therapy.

I've committed to sharing at minimum 10% of my net profits to this organization in
hopes to help those in my community affected by mental iliness. If you'd like to
further help the cause, follow this link to the national NAMI website.

Ben & Me

Until next time, I'll leave you with a
quote from my favorite historical
figure.

About Blog Shop

Copyright 2023, Rachel E. Rivas-Plata. All rights reserved.
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You received this email because you
joined my email list online or at an
event, or because you made a purchase
from my Etsy shop.
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