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Hello from Wolf Pup Studio!

Phew! Birdtober is finished. All thirty-one bird ornaments are on display in this

issue. Those of you who follow me on Instagram have probably seen many of my

daily posts - it was fun to learn more about each bird and try to pair them with

somewhat related music.

I managed to create a new Suncaustic piece and corresponding blog post amidst

all the birds. The mini encaustics and ornaments continue to be popular on

Etsy. Holiday season is quickly rolling in and I'm so happy to be fulfilling your

orders! 

October was also spent preparing for a sale at our local nature center - I'll have

more details on what transpired there next issue.

Best regards,

Rachel Rivas-Plata

Artist at Wolf Pup Studio llc

rachel@wolfpupstudio.com

Birdtober is finished!

Thirty-one birds in thirty-one days is quite a feat in itself, never mind the

accompanying photos and posts on Instagram. But I'm very happy I did it again,

and I'm very proud of the whole collection. 

The most interesting part is that one error I made early on became a beautiful

distinction. The first batch I printed ended up being too small for my 3 inch wood

ornaments. At that point, I had the idea to leave a border around the birds. That

lead to my using walnut ink to stain the border and carry it right onto the images. I
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think this unplanned border and the addition of walnut ink became a

prominent feature of the series. 

Here they are! 
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To create so many distinct images in so little time, I developed a system where I

first created digital templates of each bird using Midjourney AI. The program has

as many faults as advantages, so many required a lot of editing to make them

more realistic. I've been using AI here and there since January, and this project is

where I found a good balance of incorporating the tool into a mixed-media

process without using the unedited image. In this way, it becomes my art and

doesn't belong to Midjourney. My graphic art skills have certainly been

sharpened over the last couple months.

For example, here's one showing the AI image of the Cuban Trogon vs. what I

ended up digitally editing, printing, and pasting to the ornament. 
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The black ink drawing and walnut ink painting were added before the beeswax,

and the brighter pigments were added and fused with heat after the medium was

applied. Most of the work was done in batches, and it took me several additional

steps to keep the collection uniform looking and to stay on top of the production

deadlines. 

Some of you "early birds" already purchased a bird ornament or two at my latest

event at the West Woods. Over the next couple weeks I'll list several of them on

Etsy for $28 each. Currently you'll find some birds left from the 2021 series in the

Ornaments section of the shop.

Suncaustics

I dedicated my latest blog post linked here to what I call

Suncaustics - when I combine encaustic and cyanotypes.

Using the sun's light to develop images which are then

preserved under layers of beeswax has turned out to be a

favorite mixed-media process of mine.

Art Blog:
Suncaustics
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Sales Across America

In October, I was quite busy and shipped art to Florence, AL; Algonquin, IL, Green

Bay, WI; Fort Mill, SC; Belle Isle, FL, and Walkersville, MD. 

I'm so grateful for the many positive reviews! And a few of you were kind enough

to provide photos as well! It's a wonderful feeling to see the art being displayed

and enjoyed. In fact, today I was sent the above photo which includes my

Midjourney piece called "River Rocks" hanging in a beautiful, contemporary

bathroom. 

Remember, I always provide FREE GROUND SHIPPING to U.S. addresses. You can

always choose a gift option at checkout. If it is a gift, send me your personal gift

message, and I’ll send along your message printed on a notecard, free of charge. 

Etsy Shop

https://wolfpupstudio.etsy.com/


Ben & Me

Here's another insightful quote from

Ben I wholeheartedly agree with. 
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