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A Colorful Update from Wolf Pup Studio -

February sure went fast for me. Spring is definitely my favorite time of year and it's

practically here. We saw a bluebird at our feeder days ago. Our bulbs have been

emerging out of the ground for several weeks, so I expect they'll be blooming any

day. I did have some productive studio time creating more tree, floral, and

botanical pieces. You can tell warmer weather has been on my mind no doubt.

I had a day off work so I made sure to visit the tree-themed art show at the Geauga

West Woods Nature Center. Once again our local talent (with the help and

guidance of the fine folks at the Geauga Park District) pulled off an amazing, must-

see exhibit. Another birch tree piece that was not put in the show is featured in

this update.

As usual, my latest blog post is linked in this issue. It shares a brief history and

some general knowledge I have about encaustic (beeswax) medium, so you'll want

to read more if that is of interest to you.

Best regards,

Rachel Rivas-Plata

Artist at Wolf Pup Studio llc

rachel@wolfpupstudio.com

"A Celestial Forest"

While the local community exhibit on trees is in full swing, I wanted to finish

another tree-themed piece that has been parked in my studio. 

Speaking of the art show, it's currently going on at the Geauga West Woods Nature

Center, so make sure you visit if you're a local. I'm always discovering

more outstanding artists in NE Ohio! There are several pieces for sale in the gallery
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as well as smaller creations in the lobby. Check the Geauga Parks web site for the

nature center's hours.

To continue the tree theme, I also completed this piece which captured my

intention of simply creating a magical forest with some juicy, bright florals. These

first two photos show the work in process. 
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Several layers of encaustic wax were applied, alternating with oil pastels to create

some depth. The top layer consists of saturated pigmented medium and some

translucent powdered pigments that were applied with a stencil. I have some

interesting work in process videos that I'll post in a future blog.

The 9x12 inch encaustic mixed-media painting is named "A Celestial Forest"

because I like to imagine the tree leaves as stars - Currently available for purchase

on Etsy, linked here.
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Art Blog
In February, I posted a blog all about encaustic medium -

what it is, a brief history, and how to care for it. If you're

interested, click this button to read it on my web

site, wolfpupstudio.com.

Art Blog:
What Is Enc

austic
Medium?

Sales Across America
I'm not nearly as busy packing and shipping as I was over the holidays but there

were some sales of the mini encaustics. Etsy sales in February shipped to

Mountain View, CA; Largo, FL; Marshfield, WI; and practically a neighbor in

Garrettsville, OH.

I'm happy to say my tree piece entitled "Shy Fox" at the West Woods show has

been sold too. I was lucky enough to have met the buyer in person!

Etsy Shop
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Sneak Peek
Every spring I spend a few days making cyanotypes - photos developed in sunlight.

My closet becomes the "dark room"; our driveway becomes the "light room"; and

the kitchen is taken over by rows of developing wet papers lined up on

the counter. 

While I'm now planning for more images to be made in a couple months, I still

have several cyanotypes from prior sessions which I'm making into some

Suncaustics. 

First, I adhere the cropped cyanotype onto a flat panel, then add encaustic

medium over it. From there I add more pigments with either pastel in sticks or

powder, then fuse it into the wax layers with heat. 

These smaller panels will then be adhered to a larger 8x10 inch cradled wood

canvas. I'm still working on what I'll cover the surrounding canvas with - most

likely various images from scans of antique ephemera and book pages.

I posted a couple short videos on Instagram (click the image) of their

transformation from from blue and white to "technicolor." This photo captures the

state they're in now - by next issue I should have them completed.
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Ben & Me

True, believing this can help us all be

less judgmental - of ourselves and

others.
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