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August 2024

Hello!

| hope August is bringing you some good weather and great times. We had our
share of nasty weather bringing five(!) tornadoes to Northeast Ohio a couple
weeks ago. Other than the huge inconvenience of a three day power outage, we
lucked out by being roughly twenty miles from the closest one and having

no storm damage to our home.

The silver lining for me was the accommodation our local library made by
providing work stations throughout the building. It was such a calm environment
to work in while we waited for power and internet to be restored.

Fun fact: My man Ben Franklin started the first lending library in the U.S. in 1731!

Before all that mayhem happened, | had two pieces accepted into a local juried
show | was very happy to participate in for the first time. More details on the
exhibit are provided in this issue.

w Best regards,
/\w&%« Rachel Rivas-Plata

=

Artist at Wolf Pup Studio llc
rachel@wolfpupstudio.com

"Laughter”

Encaustic is a wildly versatile art medium that is compatible with a myriad of
others. My latest floral piece called "Laughter" is a combination of pigmented
encaustic wax and pastels in both powder and oil form.

The painting began with a few layers of white pigmented encaustic medium | made
by adding titanium white powder to some clear medium. This gave me a blank,
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white canvas on which | carbon-traced the image | had printed from a digital art
draft.

With powdered pigments called PanPastels, | began to build up values with various
colors throughout each flower. | went a bit too far though and covered the entire
piece with too many complementary colors, and that created a mess.

(Note, | didn't take a photo of the resulting offense. It reminded me of the way |
colored easter eggs as a kid, using every color until it looked like mud, ha ha!)

So, | wiped it off with mineral oil and began again with a warmer palette as
pictured below, omitting the purple. I'm usually happiest with teal/orange
combinations that | used the second time around.

Inserting a blue background with some gray/green shadows felt better.
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And here is the finished piece, in a brass floating frame. The title "Laughter" was
inspired by Emerson's quote: "[the] Earth laughs in flowers."

| have been watching and learning from other

artists since | first melted the beeswax around Art Blog:
2018. Click here to learn more about Shari Influential
Replogle and the artwork she inspired me to Artists Part 2
create.

Exhibit News
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I'm happy to announce two of my encaustic paintings were accepted in the juried
48th Annual Fairmount Art Exhibition gallery exhibit this month. They

include "Laughter," highlighted above, and "Bronze and Blaze," a semi-abstract
landscape you might recall seeing in a prior issue.

The show includes two entire floors of fine art wrought by amazing talent and hard
work. It was apparent to me the judges must have had a very tough time choosing
the category winners.

The exhibit runs until this Thursday, August 22. They have also added special
hours Sunday August 19 from 1-5 pm (due to the power outage earlier this
month). For more information, here's the link to Fairmount Art Center's web site.

Sales Across America

InJuly, | shipped some art to buyers in Framingham, MA, and Boise, ID.

Etsy Shop

Ben and Me

Do not fear mistakes. | So | felt inclined to post another Ben

You will know failure. quote after my library experience
Continue to reach out. noted earlier.

And so the theme of this issue seems
to be not giving up when things go
wrong. Resilience is the best tool an
artist has, | think!

-Ben Franklin
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