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February 2025

Hello!

To brighten up this gray stretch of Ohio winter, I've infused this email with a splash

of vibrant yellow. I bet we could all use a little warmth and energy right now!

Inside, you'll find a selection of my recent watercolor paintings, created as part of

my daily (or almost daily) art practice. I've also started working on a couple of

larger pieces, and I'm sharing a behind-the-scenes process photo in this issue.

Over the holiday season, I shipped art to 17 different states! Thanks to the

incredible support from so many of you in 2024, I was able to donate a portion of

my profits in December to NAMI of Geauga County, Ohio. Your support not only

fuels my creativity but also helps make a difference. Thank you!

Best regards,

Rachel Rivas-Plata

Artist at Wolf Pup Studio llc

rachel@wolfpupstudio.com

Watercolor Breakthroughs
Since late last year, I've been making small watercolor paintings almost daily. I

keep my supplies out on the dining table, making it easy to step in, add a few

brushstrokes, and then let the piece dry while I move on to other tasks.

Working with watercolor is a stark contrast to encaustic, yet the processes share a

common thread - both require quick, intuitive decision-making before the medium

dries or cools. That sense of urgency often leads to unexpected results, or what

some might call "mistakes," but I've learned to embrace them, just as I do in

encaustic.

Here a few of my favorites:
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Landscapes, flowers, and birds seem to be most inspiring, but I've also done some

abstract work in watercolor. They actually make great underpaintings for encaustic

works, so you might see some of them appear as part of a mixed media piece in

my Etsy shop. 
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In the Studio
I often get asked if I create encaustic pieces larger than the ones I sell on Etsy. Until

now, my biggest works have been 12x12 inches, but it's time to change that.
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Art Blog:
Influential

My reasons for sticking to smaller sizes were pretty valid: limited studio space,

time, and budget. But I feel the need to break past those constraints and go big!

Last summer, I picked up a couple of 24x24-inch wood canvases, and I finally

dusted them off. I have a clear vision for one of them - a gnarled old oak tree

bursting with colorful roses.

To map it out, I generated a few reference images using Midjourney Ai and digitally

altered them to refine the concept. Of course, plans tend to evolve once I dive in,

so we'll see where the process takes me! I'll be sharing progress (or the finished

piece) in a future update.

I have been watching and learning from other

artists since I first melted the beeswax around
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Artists Part 32018. Click here to read my blog post regarding

some video courses from an encaustic studio

based in Ireland.

Ben and Me

This quote from Ben reinforces my

efforts to keep sharing my

creative journey - I hope it inspires

you to practice and share your talents

too.

Best wishes for a happy and healthy

2025!

Sales Across America

Thank you! In December and January, I was busy shipping art (mostly

encaustic ornaments) to over 17 states:

Lincoln, AR; Emerald Hills, CA; Longmont, CO; Gainesville, GA; Tybee Island, GA;

Indianapolis, IN; Martinsville, IN; West Lafayette, IN; Marlborough, MA; Norton, MA;

Uxbridge, MA; La Plata, MD; Ogunquit, ME; Trufant, MI; Columbia, MO; Fenton, MO;

Missoula, MT; Durham, NC; Deerfield, NH; Chardon, OH; Cleveland Hts., OH;

Columbus, OH; Fairview Park, OH; Northwood, OH; Lebanon, NJ; Amber, PA;

Kirkwood, PA; Pittsburgh, PA; York, PA; Puyallup, WA; and Spokane, WA.

The bluebirds continue to be the best sellers, but the cardinals came very close to

catching up in December.

I'll keep the ornaments listed on Etsy until they expire. So if you want to purchase any

for the next holiday season, they'll be available for a month or two more.

Etsy Shop
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